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ling is-o1 lot of peo-
ples’ minds, and those in Minnesota’s
ag 1ndustry are no exception.

- Aretic explorer Will Steger will offer
- the keynote address at the Farmfest
forum, “Global Warming: Agnculture s
Rolein Fmdmg Solutions.”

- From his years of exploratlon in the

-, Steger, from Ely, will discuss the changes h
has seen and experienced due to the warming of the
arctic. He will also talk about the impact that global
warnnng may potentlally have on the world around
us. o

Tent. -

Ina d1t10n to Steger panehsts from anesota S

ag industry will speak on global Warmmg from an
! agrlcultural perspectlve ‘

~ Serving as chair of the Mlnnesota Governors
Biodiesel Task Force, as well as a director with the

American Soybean Assomatmn, Kristin Weeks Dun-

n knows a thing or two about b10d1esel

, “We live in a state that is a model for renewable

fuels,” Weeks Duncanson said. She believes that
agriculture has a role as far as climate change pollcy
and practice.

The Governor’s B10d1esel Task Force was enacted
after 2-percent biodiesel usage was mandated. The
task force is “maklng sure that the biodiesel program
is up and running throughout the state,” she said.
The task force also works on what can be done in the
future for the expansmn of Mlnnesotas b1od1esel
industry. — ,

“B10d1ese1 has been very market—drlven she”saul,»

REDWOOD COUNTY, MM

“Global Warmmg. Agrl-
culture’s Role in Finding
Solutions” will be at 1:30
p-m. Aug. 7 i in the Forum

‘ understandmg of chmate change.”

'reduces harmful tailpipe emissions,
_vital part of the renewable fuels equatmn. Minnesota
farmers have become a big player in that equation
_ with more of them growing corn each year to fuel the
- many ethanol plants in the state.

addlng that the market will d1c-
‘tate we use more and more
biodiesel. She said people are seri-
ous about the types of engines and
fuels they use.

initiatives for the next generatlon

Asa part1c1pant in the “Global
fW rming’ forum Weeks

- “good exchange ab ut peoples

Ethanol touted as a cleaner-bur
become a

Currently serving on the National Corn Growers
- Association board, Gene Sandager will also be a part.

of the global warming forum “There is a lot of hype

about global warming,” Sandager said. There is also
~a lot of adverse publicity about agrlcultures role in

global Warmlng, accordmg to Sandager.
 He believes that while corn has gone from Just be1ng

food to also being utilized for energy, ethanol overallis s
_energy solutions, all the way from the legislature

_ into the private sector. Accordin
amazmg how many people are Workmg on these d1f-
ferent pleces '

_ better for the environment than regular fuel. Looki
at the cost to move fossil fuel oil from the well all
way to the tanks of consumers, and the CO: consun

tion that takes place during that process, he sald
ethanol is still ahead of the cost game - -

In being a part of this panel, Sa ndager hopes that :
- the forum will “look at different points of view, HOW :
different ag products are produced and »
long term connect all the dots.” Sandager belleves -

Ethanol and
“biodiesel will be part of the mix of

fuel that’ -

. Roundmg 0 at th . panel is Loni Kemp, semor pollt-
1cal analyst wi

debate Wlll show Whlch points are more v1able than ,
others, and “(look) at where the holes are | in different

, ph1losoph1es

There is wide criticism from some who believe that

_corn-on-corn is bad for ‘the environment, taking corn

that was to be used for food and using it for energy.

. “We can produce corn-on-corn and have 1t be envi-

ronmentally safe,” he said.

~ According to Sandager we cannot replace fossﬂ
_ fuels with corn alone, but with wmd and other crops
, someday we can. ~

Harvestmg energy from the skies has been gaining
momentum in the state. Mark Willer, CEO of Min-
wind, a wind energy company located in Luverne,

will also be a panelist in the forum.

~ Within the liquid fuel 1ndustry Willer belleves ;
there is a place for agriculture to be involved in new

~ transmissions to meet the country’s energy needs.
s,“There are lots of changes happemng People need to
be aware of all these things,” he said. s

When it comes to wind energy, I don’t thmk we

“,have seen it start yet.” He hopes that those who lis-
_ ten to the forum panehsts will understand that “the

whole energy plane is changmg
There are a lot of people in this country working on

to Willers, it is

The energy sector is changmg dramatwally, Willer

_equates the change to the time when agriculture

moved from horses to tractors to 1ncrease field Work
efﬁc1ency : -

“Energy 1s changmg and agr1culture w1ll be a part
] id.
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